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His First Flight 

 

Liam O’ Flaherty 

 

The story highlights the importance of family and friends in one’s life. It also gives the message that one needs to 

believe in oneself to overcome all the hurdles of life. One learns by taking courage and not by sitting idle. The 

story describes how the young seagull in the family was unable to fly even after several attempts made by the 

family members but they did not give up. 

 

A young seagull is fed lovingly by his parents, but when the time comes for him to fly, he feels afraid. His parents 

try many tricks to teach him to fly but he is so afraid that he refuses to fly. They encourage him, coax him then 

scold and taunt him for his cowardice. They even threaten to let him starve if he did not fly but the young seagull 

does not muster up courage to fly. At last, his mother hits upon a plan. She tempts him with food in her beak. In 

order to get food, the hungry seagull comes to the edge of the rock and falls from it. At first, he is terrified but then 

he opens his wings and starts flying. He is happy to note that he did not fall in the sea. In this way, the young 

seagull learns how to fly. 

 

A.  Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

Q1. He stepped slowly out to the brink of the ledge, and standing on one leg with the other leg hidden under his 

wing he closed one eye, then the other and pretended to be falling asleep. Still they took no notice of him. 

 

a) Who are ‘they’ in the above lines? 

 

b)What was the seagull afraid of? 

 

c)Trace a word from the passage which means ‘edge’. 

 

d)What did the seagull pretend? 

 

 

Q2. He waited a moment in surprise, wondering why she did not come nearer and then maddened by 

hunger, he dived at the fish. With a loud scream he fell outwards and downwards into space. 

a) Who waited in surprise for whom? 

b) How did the mother lure the young seagull to dive? 

c) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘cry as of fear’? 

d) What was the result? 
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B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 
 

1. The sight of the food maddened him.‟ Why was the seagull angry? What does this suggest? 

 
2. What had the young seagull seen his parents doing the day before? 

 

3. What was the young seagull’s experience during his first flight? 

 
4. When did the seagull get over his fear of the water? 

 

 

C. Answer the following question in 100-120 words: 

 
1. Compare and contrast the young seagull in the beginning and at the end of the lesson. 
 
 
 

Black Aeroplane-II 

 

By– Frederick Forsyth 
 
 

The writer of this story is a pilot. One night he was flying his old Dakota aeroplane over France. It was a starry 

night. He was going to England. He hoped to spend his holiday with his family. It was an easy journey and he 

was in a joyful mood. He looked at his watch. It was one thirty in the morning. Through his wireless, he 

contacted the Paris control. They told him to turn twelve degrees west. He did as he was advised to do. He was 

150 kilometres from Paris. 
 

Suddenly the writer saw huge black clouds before him. It was not possible to fly up and over the clouds. He 

had not much fuel with him. So it was not possible to fly around the big mountains of clouds to the right or 

left. He decided to take the risk and flew his aeroplane straight into the Clouds. As he entered the clouds, 

everything suddenly went black. He found that his compass had ceased to work. He tried to contact the Paris 

Control for directions. But he was shocked to find that his radio had also stopped working. 
 

Suddenly, the writer saw a black aeroplane near him. He could also see the pilot in it. The pilot waved the 

writer to follow him. He followed the black aeroplane like an obedient child. Now it was half an hour since the 

writer had been following the black aeroplane. He was worried because the fuel in his plane could last only 

five or ten minutes. But just then the black aeroplane started to go down and the writer followed it. Suddenly, 

the writer was out of the clouds. He could see the lights of the runway of the airport. He turned to look at the 

black aeroplane. But he could not find it anywhere. 
 

The writer landed his Dakota aeroplane. He went to the control centre and asked a woman there who that other 

pilot was? The woman looked at the writer strangely. Then she laughed and said that no other plane was flying 

in such a stormy night. She told him his plane was the only one that she could see on the radar. 
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A. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

Q1. Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black. It was impossible to see anything outside the aeroplane. 

The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air. I looked at the compass. I could not believe my eyes: the 

compass was turning round and round and round. It was dead, too. It would not work! 
 
(a) Why did it become impossible for the writer to see? 
 
(b) Why was the aeroplane twisting in the air? 
 
(c) What could have happened as a result of compass failure? 
 
(d) Where could the pilot not establish contact? 

 

Q2. Now there was only enough fuel in the old Dakota’s last tank to fly for five or ten minutes more. I was 

starting to feel frightened again. But then it started to go down and I followed through the storm. 
 
(a) Why was the narrator frightened again? 
 
(b) What for ‘it’ stand in the last sentence? 
 
(c) Why was the black aeroplane going down? 
 
(d) How did the black plane rescue the first pilot? 

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 

 

1. “I’ll take the risk.”  What is the risk? Why does the pilot of the old Dakota take it? 
 
    2. Was the pilot of the Dakota able to meet the pilot of the black? 
 
     3. How did the black aeroplane rescue the first pilot? 
 

 

C. Answer the following question in 100-120 words: 
 

 

1. “Everything was going well. It was an easy flight.” What went wrong suddenly? 
 

Or 
 
Describe the flight of the Dakota aeroplane until it landed safely at the airport. 

 


